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What is Accelerated Reader?

Accelerated Reader is a computer program that helps teachers
manage and monitor children’s independent reading practice. Pupils
pick a book at their own level and read it at their own pace. When
finished they take a short quiz on the computer. We are using
Accelerated Reader with most pupils in P3-7, it may be suitable for
some in P2.




How does it work?

This program helps motivate pupils to read by guiding them to
books that are just right for them and promoting rewards for their
progress. A pupil reads a book, takes an online quiz and gets
immediate feedback. Pupils respond to regular feedback and are
motivated to make progress with their reading skills.




What is a STAR test?

STAR reading is used to determine a pupil’s reading level. It is a computer based
reading assessment program that uses computer adaptive technology.
Questions continually adjust to the pupil’s responses. If the response is correct,
the difficulty level is increased. If it is incorrect, the difficulty level is reduced.
The test uses multiple choice questions and takes about 20 minutes. Pupils will
do a STAR test at the start of every term.




What is a Book Level?

Book Levels range from 0.5-13.5. They are reported
using the ATOS readability formula and represent the
difficulty of a text. Pupils choose books based on their
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What is a ZPD?

Pupils develop reading skills most effectively when they read
appropriately challenging books - difficult enough to keep them
engaged but not so difficult that they become frustrated. This is

their Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). As pupils are retested,
their ZPD ranges increase and broaden so they continue to read
suitably challenging literature.




What is a TOPS
report?

After taking a quiz, pupils print out their
TOPS report. This gives them lots of
feedback. Have a look at the example.




What’s next?

This term we have been getting our library and
class libraries ready, learning about the system
and having a go at quizzes. Next term we will
start looking at motivational certificates and
targets.




How can parents help?

Encourage your child to choose a book within
their ZPD. Encourage daily reading for
pleasure. Use arbookfind.co.uk to help your
child select a book. Ask your child about their
progress.




