
 

PKC - EXTERNAL 

 
 
 

Royal School of Dunkeld 
Nursery handbook 
Session 2026-2027 

 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

PKC - EXTERNAL 

 
Introduction 

 

First opened in January 1996, the nursery class of the Royal School 
of Dunkeld provides pre-school education primarily to children 
who live within the catchment areas of the Royal School of 
Dunkeld and Glendelvine Primary. We provide children with the 
facilities and support to add to and develop the considerable 
knowledge and skills they bring with them from home and 
playgroup. We encourage them to take responsibility for their own 
learning and to maximise their potential as independent learners 
at this crucial stage in their development, when these capabilities 
are at their peak. All of this is achieved through play, and it is our 
goal to ensure learning is fun. 
 
The information in this booklet relates to the nursery class. Other, 
more general school information is contained within the School 
Handbook. 
 
We recommend you keep this booklet as your child attends 
nursery. It may answer queries or clarify matters during this time. 
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Our Vision, Values and Aims 

Our vision for all our children is  ‘Learning and Growing together 
to achieve our full potential’ 

 

 
 
 

In our Nursery we aim to :- 
 

• Provide a safe and stimulating environment in which children 
can feel happy and secure.  

• Create engaging and stimulating opportunities for play.  

• Encourage the emotional, social, intellectual, physical and 
creative development of all our children.  

• Promote the welfare of all our children.  

• Encourage positive attitudes to self and others to promote 
confidence, self-esteem and mutual respect.  

• Encourage children to explore their world, with a special 
emphasis on outdoor learning.  

• Provide opportunities to stimulate interest and imagination.  
and 

• Extend children’s abilities to communicate ideas and feelings in 
a variety of ways. 



 

PKC - EXTERNAL 

 
 

Play Experiences   
 At the Royal School of Dunkeld Nursery we have a clear understanding of the value 
of play within Early Learning and Childcare. Building upon national guidance such as 
Realising the Ambition (2020) (RtA) and the National Play Vision Statement and Action 
Plan (2025), and the work of theorists such as Frederick Froebel, our vision supports 
practitioners in providing a play-based curriculum that accepts free play as 
fundamental to each child’s learning and development. 

 
This approach allows us to respond to the individual needs, interests, and preferences 
of our children, supporting their emotional, social, and physical development and 
allowing them opportunities to learn at their own pace. 
 
By providing a rich play environment, quality play experiences, and engaging learning 
opportunities, we support our children to grow and learn in a way that is 
developmentally appropriate. We aim to deliver child-led learning that enhances 
investigation and exploration, ensuring that engagement is high, and that the 
progression of each individual child is clearly demonstrated. 
 

“You have the Right to Play” – UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 
Please see the PKC Play Framework for more information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/20094/PLAY-Strategy
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Outdoor Experiences 

 We embrace outdoor learning recognizing the 
value of outdoor play and the impact that being outside has on children’s health and 
wellbeing, Our children are encouraged to spend time each day exploring outside in 
all weathers (therefore appropriate clothing is required).   
 

 
We also believe that children should be able to explore outside freely and take risks 
that are appropriate to their development. Our Nursery follows national guidance 
(Realising the Ambition (2020) (RtA)) which encourages settings to ensure that play 
areas are as safe as necessary, rather than as safe as possible, to allow for children to 
problem-solve, manage risk, understand limits, and build resilience. These outdoor 
experiences remain high quality learning environments, and we use initiatives such 
as Play on Pedals or Loose Parts to further enhance outdoor provision. 
 
 
 

 
Royal School of Dunkeld Nursery 

Little Dunkeld 
Dunkeld  
PH8 0AB 

01738 454470  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/realising-the-ambition/
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General information 

 
The nursery class comes under the care and supervision of the Headteacher, Mrs 
Nicola Williams. The class is operated by fully trained staff. 
 
Daniella Taylor- Early Childhood Practitioner (Monday-Friday) 
Mrs Kerri Robbie – Early Childhood Practitioner and Childcare (Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday)  
Miss Eilidh McFadyen – Early Childhood Practitioner (Wednesday-Friday) 
 
Mrs Fiona Parker-Brads  and Mrs Lindsay Hurst, Nursery Support Teaches   
(timetabled throughout term) 

 
We also enjoy lessons from Miss Bridget McPhee, Gaelic Teacher  

 
Each class is attended by a mixture of three, four and five year olds up to a maximum 
of 24 pupils. 
 
A high standard of behaviour is expected. We find motivation, praise and providing 
exciting learning opportunities are the best forms of discipline. Within the structure 
we offer, children are expected to take responsibility for their own actions and 
behaviour. There are few rules and following them will enhance the experience your 
child will gain from time spent here at the nursery. It will be helpful if you could 
support your child in understanding the importance of: - 
 

• Always walking in the classroom or corridor 

• Taking care of yourself, other people and toys 

• Remembering to use a speaking voice when indoors 

• Being kind and polite 
 

These broadly reflect the School Rules used by the Primary School, but are more 

explicit for the understanding of our pupils. 
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Admissions policy 
 
To see our Admissions policy please click here . 

 

Purchasing Non-Funded ELC Sessions 

Perth and Kinross Council (PKC) is committed to providing a more flexible Early 
Learning and Childcare (ELC) provision for parents and families. Applications can be 
made to purchase, where available, non-funded ELC sessions in PKC nurseries for 
children aged 3-5 years old (not available for Strong Start two-year-olds).   
 
Please find more information at Purchasing non funded Early Learning and Childcare 
(ELC) sessions for school year - Perth & Kinross Council 

https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/49155/Nursery-Policy-Guidelines-2023-24/pdf/Nursery_Policy___Guidelines_2023-24.pdf?m=638146672979600000
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/24409/Purchasing-non-funded-Early-Learning-and-Childcare-ELC-sessions-for-school-year
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/24409/Purchasing-non-funded-Early-Learning-and-Childcare-ELC-sessions-for-school-year
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Sessions and Holidays 
 

Full Day Sessions: 
Doors open 9:00am 
(9:00am– 9:15am – drop off period – all pupils to be in nursery by 9.15am) 
Doors close 3:00pm 
(2.45pm– 3:00pm– Pick up period – all pupils must be picked up by 3:00pm) 
 

• Pupils remaining after 3:00pm can be collected from the school office. 

• For those children who have opted for a morning only session, please collect 
them between 11.45 and 12noon 

• For those children staying for a morning and lunch, please collect between 
12.45 and 1pm 

 
Pupils should be dropped off and collected at the nursery door/ cloakroom. The 
cloakroom is small, and it is easier for everyone to keep adults to a minimum in this 
area, so if you are able to drop them off at the door that would be ideal. 
 
Lunch will be at 12 noon and will be supervised by staff. 
 
Sessions run Monday to Friday unless otherwise indicated by the school terms, in-
service days and holidays. A full list can be found at www.pkc.gov.uk/schoolholiday 
 
Family holidays out with school holiday dates should be notified in writing to the 
Headteacher, and it is useful for us to know in advance of any absences planned for 
any other reason. 
 

                                   
 
 
                                      
 
 

 

http://www.pkc.gov.uk/schoolholiday
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Snack and Lunch  
 

A healthy daily snack will be provided every morning for your child. This is free for all 
nursery children and is provided by Tayside Contracts. The snack includes fresh fruit 
or vegetables at each serving. 
 
Nursery children are entitled to a free school lunch. The lunch options can be viewed 
on the Tayside Contracts website. Please discuss the lunch options with your child 
and inform the member of staff who greets you each day which option your child 
would like. 
 

You can provide a packed lunch if none of the options suit. Please make this healthy 

and manageable. 

Meals are provided by Tayside Contracts and can be found here.  You may also choose 

to bring a packed lunch from home.  We kindly request that all lunch boxes contain 

an ice pack and continue to promote our healthy eating ethos.   For packed lunch 

ideas please look at NHS healthier Lunchbox Recipes .   

Due to potential allergies, please do not include food that contains nuts.  Staff are 

unable to heat food brought from home due to health and safety guidelines.   

Before or during your first visit, please advise a member of staff if your child has a 

medically identified allergy/intolerance to a particular food or if your child cannot eat 

certain foods for cultural or ethical reasons.  

                                                                               

            

https://www.tayside-contracts.co.uk/tc-document?dsid=1722&frm=841
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
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Illness and absences 
 

To minimise the risk of cross infection and in the interest of your child’s wellbeing, it 
is important that children who appear unwell are not brought to nursery. Children 
who have recently suffered from vomiting or diarrhoea should have a clear period of 
48 hours before returning to close contact with groups of children. 

Every now and then, we are visited by head lice. These pests only travel by head-to-
head contact, not on hats or dressing up clothes. Nevertheless, the way young 
children often play gives opportunities for cross infestation. Prevention is well-nigh 
impossible, so the best idea is to check your child’s scalp daily.  

It is the responsibility of families to notify the school of any planned absences, for 
holidays or the like and to inform the school, on the day if their child is unwell and 
unable to attend. 

It is the responsibility of the school to follow up on unexplained absences; so, on the 
first day of absence, the school will phone the contact telephone numbers you have 
provided. Should this provide no information it is then the school’s responsibility to 
initiate Child Protection procedures. 

The Child Protection Policy is available to view in the nursery. If you’d like to see it, 
please ask. 
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Curriculum for Excellence 
 

Curriculum for Excellence aims to raise standards, improve knowledge and develop 
skills. This enriched and creative curriculum requires everyone, teachers, 
practitioners, parents and learners, working together. 
The aim of our Nursery is to ensure that every child should experience a broad 
education that develops skills for learning, for life, and work with a real focus on 
literacy and numeracy and promotes an active and healthy lifestyle. 
We provide a play-based curriculum building on the children’s interests and previous 
knowledge which is now widely considered to be the most appropriate approach for 
the development of young children’s learning.  Young children learn and develop 
friendships very naturally through play.  Play brings about a wealth of opportunities 
for children to develop their language, creativity and co-ordination skills.  These all 
contribute to healthy growth and development, knowledge and understanding and 
capacity to learn. 
It’s especially important that children have regular and frequent opportunities to play 
outdoors, which as a committed eco-school is very important to us.  Through play, 
children learn scientific concepts, such as what plants need to grow; mathematical 
concepts, for example, fitting blocks together to build a tower and literacy skills, such 
as looking for signs outdoors. 
In this way, children learn how to:            

• Work in partnership with others 

• Express themselves 

• Build their independence 

• Make sense of their experiences 

• Manipulate materials 

• Test out new knowledge 

• Develop new skills 

• Make choices and decisions 

• Solve problems……and lots more. 
 
We aim to provide active learning experiences which engage children and challenge 
their thinking. 
 



 

PKC - EXTERNAL 

                                                   Health and Wellbeing 

                                                           
 
Health and wellbeing are very important for everyone in the Nursery. In order to 
ensure all pupils’ needs are met we follow GIRFEC principles to make sure we are 
Getting It Right For Every Child. We use the SHANARRI wheel indicators. These ensure 
pupils’ wellbeing requirements are met with regards to: safety, health, activeness, 
nurture, achievement, respect, responsibility and inclusion. Each term we have a 
specific focus on one of these areas to ensure all are promoted in our work with the 
children.  
 

Additional Support Needs/Inclusion 

All children need support to help them learn and some will require additional or 

different support to ensure that they get the best start in life and benefit from their 

learning. Additional support needs (ASN) can be both long- and short-term or can 

simply refer to the help needed to get through a difficult period. Parents’ knowledge 

and experiences are key to identifying and understanding the different needs of 

each child. 

The Early Years Inclusion Team are the first point of contact for parents of pre-school 

children with a range of additional support needs. They also provide support and 

guidance to ELC settings to ensure appropriate educational provision and support is 

given to meet children’s needs.  If required, the EY Inclusion Team will observe and 

assess your child’s support needs and work in partnership to provide the correct 

support. This can include home visits, attending Pre-school groups, ELC setting visits, 

support when starting ELC and Primary 1, or joint working with ELC staff and other 

professionals. 

If our staff identify an additional support need, they will work in partnership with 

families and other professionals to establish an individual support plan.  If you feel  



 

PKC - EXTERNAL 

 

your child may have an additional support need, please talk to their Key Worker or 

Health Visitor who will be able to advise families on the range of support that is 

available. Further information on the inclusion of children within PKC education 

establishments can be found at Schools - additional support - Perth & Kinross Council 

 

EAL  

The English as an Additional Language Service (EAL) works across nurseries and 

schools to support children and families whose first or home language is not English.  

They also support ELC staff to make sure that the curriculum is accessible to all.  They 

are available to provide support for parents/carers e.g. during enrolment and to 

support parental communication.  

 
Partnership 
 
As part of the Royal School of Dunkeld, the nursery class aims to work in partnership 
with parents, other professionals and agencies, and the wider community. Parents 
remain central in the education of their children and always welcome to contribute 
to your child’s learning. You may wish to help with nursery activities or have a skill or 
talent from which the children would benefit. Learning is constant; observing and 
supporting this process is both thrilling and rewarding. 
 
In Nursery, we use a programme called Seesaw to share children’s achievements and 
experiences with parents and families. You will receive instructions on how to sign up 
for this at the beginning of term. In addition, we produce a regular newsletter to keep 
parents up to date with plans and developments. Learning in Context Plans and the 
weekly plan will be posted on Seesaw. We will also post photographs and 
observations of children achieving learning outcomes and taking part in learning 
activities. There will also be termly opportunities to join in stay and play sessions in 
Nursery so that you and your child can share in play and learning together. 
 
As part of Perth and Kinross Education and Children’s Services, there are a number of 
policies on a wide range of issues that inspire our practice. These are available for you 
to read at the nursery and we will be happy to discuss any thoughts that these might 
raise. 
 

https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/17278/Schools-additional-support-
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/17322/English-as-an-Additional-Language-EAL-service
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The transfer of information about each child is pivotal in providing a sensitively 
suitable range of activities for their development. To this end, we will pass on 
information about any personal events occurring during nursery sessions and 
welcome the same from parents at home. Knowing a child has  
not slept well, or that a pet has died, helps us understand unusual behaviour from 
your child, and gives us the advantage of being there to support fragile emotions. 
 
More formally, we will provide a settling in report after starting nursery, and a written 
report in June.  You will also be invited to attend parent contact days with a member 
of the staff team twice during the year, in November and in March. Where help from 
other agencies, such a Speech and Language Therapy is indicated, we will liaise with 
these for the benefit of your child. 
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Remember… 

• Make sure everything is named. 

• Nursery sweatshirts are able to ordered from Grandtully logos please use this 
link to make your purchase. https://www.grandtullylogos.com/school/royal-
school-of-dunkeld/ 

• Old clothes are a safer option, and a spare set is often useful 

• Children need indoor shoes for safety and cleanliness – we will paint initials on 
the front to help avoid the old confusions! Please try and avoid sending your 
children in crocs or slippers. 

• Outdoor shoes should ideally be able to be fastened by the children 
themselves. Wellies and Velcro fastenings are good alternatives to the time-
consuming lace. 

• Please dress children suitably for going out of doors during the session, i.e. 
hats, gloves, jackets, sunhats etc. 

• Personal toys should be kept at home.  

• Children who appear unwell should be kept at home. 

• We advise the use of sunscreen. Please apply a suitable product to your child’s 
skin before s/he comes to nursery on days that look promising or leave a bottle 
of sun cream in nursery. 

• The school should be contacted by phone (01738 454470) if you need to make 
last minute changes to the arrangements to have your child collected from 
nursery.  

https://www.grandtullylogos.com/school/royal-school-of-dunkeld/
https://www.grandtullylogos.com/school/royal-school-of-dunkeld/
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Liaison with Primary 1 
 
Children moving on to P1 the Royal School of Dunkeld will have many opportunities 
throughout the year to meet and get to know the members of staff who will be their 
teachers in the future. All children attend assemblies with other members of the 
school community, and we are constantly pleased to have visits from past pupils who 
bring stories of the fun and learning of P1. Towards the end of the academic year, 
there are visits from the prospective P1 teacher and the children will spend time in 
their next classroom to get a flavour of life at big school. Nursery, P1 and P2 join 
together to form the Eco Warriors/Rights Knights. 
 
Parents of children moving on to other schools will be contacted by their future Head 
Teacher to arrange induction. Staff from the nursery will arrange to meet the P1 
teachers from other schools to ensure each child’s transition is as smooth as possible. 
 
In all cases, records of the children’s work, abilities and achievements will be passed 
on to their next teacher, along with transition records and reports. This information 
gives a broad picture of each child to their next teacher and aids seamless transfer. 
Children are now even more likely to feel instantly at home in their new classroom. 
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School Environment 
As the nursery class is included in the school, the children become familiar with the 
school building and grounds during their time in nursery. 
 
 
Pre-school Visits 
Staff from P1 frequently visit Nursery to spend time building relationships with the 
pre-school children. Children have an opportunity to join in with school playtimes 
with a member of nursery staff and their buddies to support them in the 
playground. 
As part of the whole school transition experience, when each class in the school has 
a morning with their new teacher, all the new P1s spend a morning in class with 
their teacher, bringing all nursery children together along with those who attend 
other nurseries. 
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Buddies 
During the summer term children from P6 organise a buddy system and produce a 
‘My New School’ card. The P6s are assigned a nursery friend to get to know and 
support in the playground, during lunchtime and assemblies.  
They also make a personal card for each child which contains photos of themselves 
with their buddy, photos of staff, and areas around the school to share at home 
during the summer break with their family. 
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Children from other Nurseries  
 
P1 staff visit the children in their own nursery to introduce themselves and speak 
with staff. The written information about each child’s achievements is used to plan 
their meaningful progression and continuity of learning into The Royal School of 
Dunkeld P1 class. 
 
The children and parents are invited to join in on Bumpy Up Day when they will 
meet their buddy.  The school will ensure that parents receive their information 
packs before the end of term.  

 
 

Any concerns 

We hope that you and your child have a positive experience at The Royal School of 

Dunkeld Nursery.  

However, if you have a concern or complaint with any aspect of our nursery, please 

speak to your child’s Key Worker. We have an open-door policy and will make 

ourselves available to deal with your queries and concerns in a sympathetic and 

confidential manner. If you require further assistance, the Care Inspectorate can be 

contacted on 0345 600 9527 or concerns@careinspectorate.gov.scot   

▪ complaints form online  

▪ A4 complaints poster ELC CYP 24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:concerns@careinspectorate.gov.scot
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/online-complaint-form
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/Complaints/A4_complaints_poster_ELC_CYP_24.pdf
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Our Duty of Care 
 
As nursery, we take our duty of care for your child seriously. We are fully registered 
and work in collaboration with the Care Inspectorate in this and our provision is 
inspected on an annual basis. If you are interested to know more about the Care 
Standards which apply to nursery provision, please ask a member of staff and we will 
be happy to provide details. The Care Commission booklet “How to Complain” is 
enclosed. The Care Inspectorate can be contacted at the following address: 
 
 
 

 
The Care Inspectorate 
Compass House 
11 Riverside Drive 
DUNDEE 
DD1 1NY 
 TeL: 01382 207 200 
 Fax: 01382 207 288 
 Lo-call: 0845 600 8331 
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Child Protection 
 
All children have a right not to be abused and to be protected from abuse and neglect; 
therefore child protection is the responsibility of everyone. 
 
In our school, we are committed to creating an environment in which children are 
safe from abuse and in which any suspicion of abuse is responded to promptly and 
appropriately. The wellbeing of children in our care takes precedence over any other 
consideration. It is the clear responsibility of all those involved in our school to adopt 
good practice throughout their work. 
 
In order to achieve this, we will: 
 

• Seek to work in partnership with parents, carers, other agencies and Perth & 
Kinross Council to promote good practice in the area of child protection. 

• Update any changes in child protection policy and practice under the guidance 
from the Child Protection Officer in the school. 

• Endeavour to ensure that staff members have appropriate child protection 
training, supervision and support in order to implement this policy effectively and 
with the minimum of stress. 

 
Child abuse is a criminal offence. All staff working in our school have an ethical duty 
to report any responsible concern that a child may be being abused. 
 
The role of members of staff is to inform the Child Protection Officer of any instance, 
which suggests that abuse, is taking place.  It is not the role of the member of staff to 
wait for proof, investigate or gather evidence of abuse. 
 
Our school will always seek to work with families in a clear, positive and open way, 
bearing in mind always that the welfare of the children is paramount. 
 

In our school the designated Child Protection Officers are: 
 
Headteacher Mrs Nicola Williams and 

 Principle/Class Teacher Mrs Sally Elder 
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And finally,… 
 
We love to be in nursery. It is a rewarding way of spending time as a child, member 
of staff or visitor. Please feel included. Offer your comments, your views, and your 
help.  
 
We can be approached at the start of any nursery session, or you can make a separate 
appointment should you wish. 
 
Help us endeavour to make our nursery the excellent start to school life our children 
all deserve. 
 

                                             
 


